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* The number of undergraduates with atypical
development (AD) is constantly growing

Challenge =« |tglian faculties = implemented a specific service
that supports and mediates the relationship
between students with atypical development and
teachers.

Where is the pain??

The lack of knowledge could lead lecturers to feel frustrated
and unable to adapting their teaching methodologies to the
different cognitive profile of these students.

This could have negative effects on students’ academic
success, and it could increase students' drop out.




Local
Context

University of Palermo

Faculty service:
Ce.N.Dis.

It supports students with AD (study
method courses, tutoring programs,
psychological counseling service, etc..)

It developed and shared
among lecturers guidelines

It organizes information and
counseling activities for lectures
who request for it

Peer-mentoring
programm

It aims at

improving lecturers
teaching abilities

It involves 135 lecturers
from different departments
(most of them teach in STEM
degree courses)



Investigate lecturers’ knowledge about AD

Inform and increase lecturers’ knowledge
students with AD (if it is needed)

Local
Goals

Activate workshop for lecturers where they can
share their teaching experiences as well as their

struggles (or their suggestions) in implementing an
Inclusive learning environment



Challenge

Local
Context

Local
Goals
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Short video

During
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Presentation
of
expert
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necessary)
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In Classroom

Workshop

{with an
expertifitis
necessary)

Out of Classroom

Watching

Short video

Lecturers who
took part at the
CPD activities
will involve
other colleagues

survey - Reading




- We have designhed
& 8
Scenario canvas ; d nd Spread the
I?N * rese:ftatlon
e = E’I‘?fﬁf_ SuU rvey
b | en d e d = necessary)

Workshop
(with an
expert if itis
necessary)

In Classroom Out of Classroom

Classroom

Watching
Short video

E survey — Reading

Lecturers who

* took part at the
s CPD activities
will involve

other colleagues

Watching
Short video
survey S

Reading

Before



Please indicate the ERC panel to which you belong, in
accordance with the ERC 2024 panel structure.

For reference, consult the ERC 2024 panel structure
document

Gender

O Male

O Female

O Other (please specify): (O social Sciences and Humanities (SHI Individuals, institutions and markets:
SH2 Institutions, values, beliefs and behaviour; SH3 Environment and
society; SH4 The Human Mind and its complexity; SH5 Cultures and

Age cultural production; SH6 The study of the human post)

O Mathematics, physical sciences, information and communication,
engineering, universe and earth sciences (PEI Mathematical foundations;
PE2 Fundamental constituents of matter; PE3 Condensed matter physics;
PE4 Physical and Analytical Chemical sciences; PES Materials and
Synthesis; PE6 Computer science and informatics; PE7 Systems and
communication engineering ; PE8 Products and process engineering; PE9
Universe sciences; PEIO Earth system science)

How many years have you been teaching? (Please
indicate the number of years)

© 0-5 years O Life sciences (LS Molecular and Structural Biology and Biochemistry; LS2

O 6-15 years Genetics, Genomics, Bioinformatics and Systems Biology; LS3 Cellular and

O >15 years Developmental Biology; LS4 Physiology, Pathophysiology and
Endocrinology; LS5 Neurosciences and neural disorders; LS6 Immunity
and infection; LS7 Diagnostic tools, therapies and public health; LS9
Applied life sciences and biotechnology)



The survey

In this questionnaire, we will ask you about your ideads,
emotions and/or knowledge regarding students who
have been diagnosed with one or more of the following
conditions: Specific Learning Disorders - SLDs (such as
Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia), Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and/or Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD).

1'Not at all

true” 2 "Partly true” 3 "Pretty true” 4 "Totally true”

| think students with

SENs are different

from the other O O O O
students with typical

development

| feel angry towards
students with SENs O O O O

It is important that
students with SENs
use technologies
(e.g. recorder,
automatic reader,
speech to text and O O O O
text to speech
programs,
caleulator, etc.) to
be successful in their
classes

| think it is unfair to

other students with

typical development,

the use of O O O O
compensatory tools

by students with

SENs

We now ask you to respond by indicating your level of
agreement with each of the following statements about
students who have been diagnosed with one or more of
the following conditions: Specific Learning Disorders -
sLDs (Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dysghaphia), Attention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and/or Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD).

1 "Not true at

all’ 2 "Partly true” 3 "Pretty true”

| have significant and
up-to-date knowledge
of educational

practices that are O @) O

considered to be
effective for students
with SENs

| support my country's

legislation pertaining o o O

students with SENs

Labeling a person as
SLDs, ADHD and/or
ASD increases

stigmatization and O O O

contributes to reduced
self-concept for
students

Many students with

SENs experience

serious zmotionol and O O O
behavioral problems

It is vital that the

lect icl

u:dc ul;:;etricf: 2(\;‘ stejdents O O O

with SENs

4 "Totally true’
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Results

49 lecturers from University of Palermo completed to
survey
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<45

7 7
45-55
m Male

(84% more than 15 year of teaching experiendejching area

2

3

l :

56-65
m Female

>65

51% female

(Universitywide 47%,
which reduce to 32%
among senior
lecturer)
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Results

Negative emotions Use of compensative
(anxiety, worriness, fear) tools

Knowledge and v o Misconceptions
Positive attitude and Negative
attitude

Isolation Problems
believes believes

\\
 Nes



Results

Negative emotions Use of compensative tools

(anxiety, worriness, fear) *%
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Females have more positive attitude
towards the use of compensative tools



Results
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Knowledge [...]

Knowledge and Misconceptions and
Positive attitude Negative attitude
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Results

Isolation believes Problems believes
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Isolation believes Problems believes

Hm Male mFemale m Male ®Female



So...

The topic "use of compensative tools" does seem
to open up a broader discussion.

« Controversies and .
Barriers Oo
- o
* |mpacton Learning



...and more

-4 2 The survey was extended to other

A= Italian universities (University of
""" Torino)

SY>< An English versionis ready to
IS he distributed to UK lecturers

We plan to involve more -
foreign lecturers to enhance francesca.devita@unipa.

t
Q.. international collaboration antonella.maggio@unipa.
it

L]



mailto:francesca.devita@unipa.it
mailto:francesca.devita@unipa.it
mailto:antonella.maggio@unipa.it
mailto:antonella.maggio@unipa.it

Thank you for the
attentinn

= E

2 =
oy s

\ francesca.devita@unipa.i
i t

\\{5 antonella.maggio@unipa.

T4

Hi Carlo, did the professor
return you back the corrected

Mmmm...always the
same story: | put a lot of
effort, but the result
was a failure

assignment? How did it go??

Maybe you're right and if we found a way to
disguise your pawns, you'd be able to play
chess too...

1_.

~

It basically confirms

Oh...I feel sorry for
you!

You could be
right!

my theory: | am a
checkers player, in a
world of chess

players!
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