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• The number of undergraduates with atypical 
development (AD) is constantly growing
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• Italian faculties = implemented a specific service 
that supports and mediates the relationship 
between students with atypical development and 
teachers. 

The lack of knowledge could lead lecturers to feel frustrated 
and unable to adapting their teaching methodologies to the 
different cognitive profile of these students. 

This could have negative effects on students’ academic 
success, and it  could increase students' drop out.

Where is the pain??



University of Palermo 
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It supports students with AD (study 
method courses, tutoring programs, 
psychological counseling service, etc..)

Faculty service:
Ce.N.Dis.

Peer-mentoring 
programm

It aims at 
improving lecturers 
teaching abilities

It organizes information and 
counseling activities for lectures 
who request for it

It developed and shared 
among lecturers guidelines

It involves 135 lecturers 
from different departments 
(most of them teach in STEM 
degree courses)
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Investigate lecturers’ knowledge about AD

Inform and increase lecturers’ knowledge 
students with AD (if it is needed)

Activate workshop for lecturers where they can 
share their teaching experiences as well as their 
struggles (or their suggestions) in implementing an 
inclusive learning environment
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What we got so far?

We have designed 
and spread the 
survey



The survey



The survey



Results

49 lecturers from University of Palermo completed to 
survey

(84% more than 15 year of teaching experience)
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(Universitywide 47%, 
which reduce to 32% 

among senior 
lecturer)
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Results

Use of compensative toolsNegative emotions 
(anxiety, worriness, fear)
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Females have more positive attitude 
towards the use of compensative tools
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Results
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Knowledge and 
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Results

Problems believesIsolation believes
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So…

• Controversies and 
Barriers

• Impact on Learning

The topic "use of compensative tools" does seem 
to open up a broader discussion.



…and more

The survey was extended to other 
Italian universities (University of 
Torino)

An English version is ready to 
be distributed to UK lecturers

We plan to involve more 
foreign lecturers to enhance 
international collaboration
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Thank you for the 
attention
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